Feminist Criticism

Feminist Criticism:


A development and movement in critical theory and in the evolution of literature 
which was well under way by the late 1960s and which has burgeoned steadily 
since. I t is an attempt to describe and interpret (and reinterpret) women’s 
experience as depicted in various kinds of literature—especially the novel.  It 
questions long-standing, dominant, phallocentric ideologies (which add up to a 
male conspiracy), patriarchal attitudes and male interpretations in literature. It 
attacks male notions of value in literature by offering critiques of male authors 
and representations of men in literature and also by privileging female writers.  In 
addition, it challenges traditional and accepted male ideas about the nature of 
women and about how women feel, act and think, or are supposed to feel, act and 
think, and how in general they respond to life and living.  It thus questions 
numerous prejudices and assumptions about women made by male writers

Student Tasks:

1. Who are the most influential proponents of this type of critical theory?

2. What are some of the major concepts, ideas, characteristics, etc., of this type of theory?  How does one employ/use these concepts?

3. What kinds of questions would a feminist reading of a text produce/pose/employ, or kinds of explorations does a feminist reading encourage?

4. What are the strengths of this type of reading practice?

5. Does the group see or feel that there are some weaknesses in this type of reading?   

� This assignment would not be possible without the support, knowledge, and expertise of Carol Ricker-Wilson.
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